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Junior/Senior Pictures
You dressed up in your dapper
duds, and we took pictures.
Check them out.

Revisiting Roe v. Wade

Blood drive draws crowds

Opinion explains how the Unborn Victims
of Violence Act (UVVA) conflicts
with existing laws.

The American Red Cross praises
Liberty for its involvement and
compares it to some major
universities.

See page 6

See page 4

See page 5
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New dormitories
will house record
student numbers

Big South MVP changes hands

By Jake Bo I ue
NEWS EDITOR

JASON POPE

SPORTSMANSHIP AT ITS BEST-High Point's Danny Gathings and head coach Bart Lundy came to convocation last Wednesday to give Larry Blair the Big South MVP
trophy. Gathings won the trophy for his tournament play but felt that the award should go to Blair, whose performance led the Flames to a Big South Championship.

Jeremy Roberts voted SGA president
Richard Gretsky

Roberts said the goal was for the elections to be a contest "where the candidates
respected each other and glorified God in
Jeremy Roberts defeated Matt Knight the process of the election," Roberts said.
for the Student Government Presidency for
According to Roberts, the race was close;
the 2004-05 school year.
but more importantly, it was clean.
By a margin of only 68 votes, Roberts
"We wanted to set the bar for future SGA
brought home the victory on Tuesday night. elections," Roberts said.
"I think this has probably been one of the
The candidates were of like mind in
closest races in SGA history," Knight said. keeping their agendas pure, but Roberts
Roberts agreed that the race was close, and his proposals eventually won out.
and he believes that it was because of the
His main platforms included raising
character quality of the two candidates.
$1,000 for charities through "unique SGA
NEWS REPORTER

LU student dies
in car accident
on U.S. Hwy. 460
By Ben Eppard
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Joseph Mullens, a 17-year-old
freshman at Liberty University, died
Thursday morning after an automobile accident.
Mullens, who is from Roanoke
County, was headed west on U.S. 460
near Montvale in Bedford County,
when his car left the pavement, crossing the median and colliding head-on
with a vehicle driven by City of Bedford Fire Chief Todd Stone, the News
and Daily Advance reported.
State police think that Mullens may
have fallen asleep or had a medical
emergency, because of the gradual
way his car left the road.
The Campus Pastor's office has
asked everyone to continue to pray for
the family.
"One of the unique things about
Liberty is that it's a family," Campus
Pastor Johnnie Moore said."When
something happens to a member of
the family, it affects all of us."

fundraising events," increasing the amount
of students in SGA by a minimum of 75 so
that the students can have a greater representation and encouraging SGA partnership with ministries such as Campus Crusade for Christ.
It is also Roberts' goal to strengthen the
level of communication between the SGA
and the student body in an effort to make
their concerns known to the administration.
Please see SGA, page 5

Bulldozers have shifted and shaped mounds of
dark red earth building the foundation for 19 new
dormitories currently under construction in Campus East. Some of the masons and builders are
working weekends to finish the apartment-style
complex in time for the fall semester.
Those students who have already secured their
spots along with future residents will also have easy
access to the amenities offered in Campus East.
"The clubhouse is to open this fall semester as
well as the pool," J.O. Renalds, Director of Field
Operations, said.
Problems with available parking spaces should
also be remedied over the summer, according to
Renalds. "A large parking lot is scheduled to be
under construction adjacent to Campus East as
soon as the plans are approved by the city," he said.
For residents that are frustrated with the late
night walks from the old police station and the P-i
parking lot, their worries may soon be over,
because the Campus East lot is currently under
review by the city.
Even after the 19 buildings are completed, dorm
construction will not be over. The campus master
plan calls for additional dorms in Campus East,
according to Renalds. He added that the master
plan is continually being revised.
The new dorms will include the same perks as
the ones that have already been occupied in Campus East.
The rooms each house only two occupants in a
3-bedroom unit. They will also be located near the
proposed tunnel, currently under construction.
Plans call for a study lounge and a fitness room
for residents.
All this means that by this time next year, a student living in the one of the new dorms could possibly hop out of the clubhouse pool, head to the
exercise room for a workout, then walk right under
the highway and onto the main campus for a bite to
eat.
The Bostic-style, red-bricked, professionally
landscaped residencies have caused some students
to speculate on the condition of the existing dorms.
"Future plans call for renovations to the existing
dorms each year," Renalds said.
Living at Liberty is just getting better.

Workers start digging connecting tunnel
By Alicia Wotring
NEWS REPORTER

Construction workers, machinery and
equipment have all become familiar sights
for Liberty students this year. The latest of
these to appear on campus is the equipment
for the tunnel under U.S. 460 that will connect Campus East to the main campus.
Construction for the new tunnel began
almost two weeks ago, and university officials anticipate its completion by the beginning of the fall semester.
"The contract calls for a finish date of the
end of June for (the contractor's) portion of
the work," J.O. Renalds said. Renalds is the
director of field operations at Liberty. "We
expect the project to be completed by the
start of the fall '04 semester."
The tunnel is part of a plan to safely and
directly connect the main campus to Campus
East, where 19 new dorms are being completed.
"From my perspective, the tunnel will be a
tremendous addition to our campus," Execulivi- Vice President David Young said. "(It
will) provide a secure, safe and direct route
to and from the Campus East residence halls
to the academic nerve center of the campus."
The tunnel is located at central points to
both sides of campus. According to Renalds,
the tunnel will begin about 260 feet from the
main entrance road to Campus East and will
end at University Blvd. across from the Vines
Center. Renalds said that the distance
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ON THE DIG Ruber t Jackson and Wayne Oderko, LU Grounds workers, have already begun to dig the tunnel that will connect
the main campus to the residencies on Campus East. The digging portion of the project is expected to be complete in June.

between these two points is less than two- lunnecessary walk to school at present, and
tenths of a mile.
be safer, considering some students are runStudents are also looking forward to the ning across U.S. 460 because it is quicker.
completion of the tunnel.
"I think it will be really convenient," said
"It's going to be good because it's going to sophomore Joseph Freeze. Freeze also said
make it shorter for us to get to campus," jun- that he is concerned about safety, especially
ior Ruth Holdbrook said, adding that Cam- for women using the tunnel late at night.
pus East would not be "so isolated from campus."
Holdbrook said it would eliminate the
Please see SGA, page 5
•'
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The Price is Right

Soldier eager to reunite with Iraqi fiancee
By Elizabeth Anspach
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

By Chris Price

"I can remember finding out my
parents had lied about the Easter
bunny around the same time as
the tooth fairy myth came tumbling down. If they would have
thrown in Santa I would've no
longer been able to live in such a
terrible world. Seventeen was a
rough age."

•Hard work pays off. Hard work
As I am writing this, it is Easter Sunday. My mind has been going back to never pays off. The people who make it in
memories of my childhood, and all the this world are in the right place at the right
Easter Egg hunts, posing with the bunny time. I bet there is at least one person who
and coloring eggs. I am not quite sure how would love to write a column like this.
the commemoration of the resurrection of Hey, he might even be better. He could
our Savior has come to be tied in with pas- practice and think of funny things all day
tel eggs and posing with some poor kid long, but he may never get the shot. I on
making minimum wage in a rabbit outfit the other hand, know nothing about jourin the mall, but that is what has happened. nalism, my grammar is atrocious, but
I can remember _____ i _ > _ — ^^_ > - _ _ _ ^ _ — _ _ _ _ _ here I am because
four years ago my
finding out my
"It's
not
if
you
win
or
lose
it
buddy was the ediparents had lied
about the Easter is how you play the game: tor and needed to
fill space. Life isn't
bunny around the
That
is
a
bold
face
lie.
fair.
same time as the
Nobody
has
ever
signed
a
tooth fairy myth
•Good grades
came tumbling million
dollar contract are important. I
down. If they
never once
because he was a good have
would
have
asked a CEO of a
company what he
thrown in Santa I sportsman."
got
in trigonomewould've no longer
try.
Why?
Because
been able to live in
nobody
cares
once
you
get
out
of
school.
such a terrible world. Seventeen was a
Sure,
it
might
open
a
few
doors
for
you,
rough age.
but
if
an
A
student
goes
into
an
interview
That got me to thinking about lies that
our parents tell us, and how I can't wait to and has no people skills, can't articulate
have a kid to lie to. Here is a list of lies that what he wants to say and is an all-around
goober, he has no shot at the job. But you
I can't wait to tell.
take
a C student, who has honed his peo•It's not if you win or lose, it is
ple
skills
by blowing off class to go to the
how you play the game. That is a bold
park
with
his buddies and is able to articufaced lie. Nobody has ever signed a millate
his
point
of view because he has
lion dollar contract because he was a good
extensively
argued
on the dorm about
sportsman. I have never been in a locker
what
was
a
better
movie,
Billy Madison or
room after a loss and thought, "who cares
Happy
Gilmore,
that
student
has got himthat we lost, I had a good time". That is
loser talk. No kid of mine is going to be a selfajob.
loser. He will be training from day one to
•This hurts me more than it hurts
become a famous athlete so I can retire you. I am not going to even get into this
and sleep all day.
one because every low grade comedian
•You can be whatever you want to has done a bit about this one. Just insert
be. Also a lie. I want to be over 5'9, but any punch-line you want into this section.
These are a few parental deceptions
that isn't happening anytimesoon. I want
to be a millionaire, but lasttimeI checked that I can't wait to pull on my kids. When
it comes to lying, The Price Is Right.
mywallet,Ihad$n.

Myrt's

Editor's Note: In the last issue of the Champion, Elizabeth Anspach reported on Army
Reservist Robert Hall's return to the United
States. Now, Hall is in the midst of becoming a
normal citizen again after receiving a meritorious service award for his work in Iraq. This is
the second in a two-part series.
Hall returned back to the United States in
February and left half of his heart half a world
away. The engaged couple hopes to reunite soon,
but Hall says it will be at least seven months considering all the paperwork necessary in obtaining a visa.
"We couldn't marry in Iraq," he said. This is
the route they have to take. The paperwork is a
long and difficult process. "It's hard on both of
us," he said. "We finally found each other and
then I have to split."
Hall described how asking for her hand in
marriage was done in a completely different custom in Iraq than in America. The proposal came
through her parents and family. "I had to ask not
only her father, but all of her uncles as well. If
any of them says they are against it, then it's off,"
Hall explained. Yet, Hall said the entire family is
supportive of the marriage and held a "ceremony
of engagement" on Dec. 26 where the couple
exchanged rings signifying their commitment to
marry.
All of Vivian's family shares her faith. Hall
described them as intellectual, knowing "up to
three or four languages." He said Vivian was suggested to American forces for the work she does.
"She is very intelligent," he boasts.
Hall is anxious to reunite with his Iraqi love,
but knows that it will all be worth it. In the meantime, Hall plans to finish school since being
called to duty his senior year at Liberty University. "I'm going to take Distance Learning classes
from Liberty and try to get into training for the
Reserves," said Hall.
Hall has about two semesters left and he will
have his bachelor's in religion. He said he wanted
a major in religion in order to lay a foundation
for what he believes.
Hall also hopes to get a master's degree in
public administration so that he can succeed in
the political realm. "I want to be involved in politics," he said. "It's why I joined the military."
Hall expressed the strain of leaving the war to
coming back home. "I have to work to become a
normal citizen again," he said. He explained that
his attitude in the States isn't his attitude in war.
"I can't just kill someone here," he said jokingly.
When asked what he'd like Americans on the
home front to hear, he said, "Absolutely don't
take (freedom) for granted... Support the soldiers; they're the ones bleeding for America." He
expressed distaste toward negative media coverage. "We're winning," he said fervently. "The

Serving Lynchburg Families
Since 1975

PHOTO PROVIDED

LOVE & WAR-Rob Hall poses with Vivian, who he proposed to
while he was serving in Iraq.

media like to portray we're losing, but we're winning." Concerning people who want to bring
every soldier home, Hall said, "People forget this
is our job. If we take them all out, we'll lose
everything we've fought for."
Hall's unit has returned safely home. "We
were at the very front of the war, and the unit was
extended until February. We've all paid our
dues," he said. Hall said he is not bitter about the
length of time he was kept.
Restoration and rebuilding is a significant
portion of the necessary work to be done in Iraq
after it was torn apart by tyranny and war.
Hall was awarded the bronze star for his meritorious service during war and restoration. Hall
credits God with all the glory he has gained as a
soldier.
He has testified as a soldier not only of this
country, but also of the cross of Christ. He said,
"You have to lead by example" when words can't
do it for you. "Everybody on the team knew
where I stood," Hall said, "I've had many opportunities to plant seeds."
Whether fighting, restoring peace, finding
love, or carrying on back home, Hall lives for one
purpose: to bring his God glory. Hall considers
himself blessed by God to come out of war not
only a better person, but with a love that will last
him a lifetime.
He hopes to one day run for office and do
everything he can "to go that direction," but
understands if God has something else for him.
Hall said the war has prepared him for what he
feels God is asking him to do.
"I've learned from the entire thing," he said," I
wanted to be in politics. This is why. It's shaping
my future. I can relate to veterans and those
who've been where I've been. (The war) has
refined my understanding. I've seen what real
life is."

Last day
of class
is
April 30!
Wci-kAb

BROWNSTONE
PROPERnES^INC

We Proudly Offer.
• Single Family Homes
• Townhomes/Apartmert
• Short Term Rentals M
• Optional Washer/Dryer
• Call for current

Footlongs and Breakfast Anytime!
Homemade Soup and Chili Beans

Visit us online at

Biscuits From Scratch Each Morning

ropertjes.eom

For a complete listing
of available properties.

385-1025
1668 Graves Mill Road
info@brovmstemeproperties.corn

2810 Candlers
Mountain Rd.

Open AAon - Sat
5:30 am - 3:00 pm

tftn
MAINTENANCE
TUNE-UP

Lynchburg

The best deal in Pit Paid Phone Cards!

14415 Wards
Road
(Across from Sheetz
Gas Station)

582-4500
Hours: M-F 8-6; Sat 8 U

STUDENT discount w i t h I D
» » "

»^nw» %*wp«i
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OILCHANGE
&LUBE

From $29.90* 4cyl

From $12.90*

Includes:
• Install new spark plugs
(platinum plugs add'l)
• Inspect, niters, bells & hoses
• Other engine performance items
additional
• 12,000 miles, 12 month guarantee, whichever comes first.

Includes:
• Oil change
(up to 5 qts.Penzoil I0W30)
• Replace Oil Filler
• Lubricate chassis
• FREK Brake & vehicle
maintenance inspection.

Willi coupon, lixpire. 05/14/04

Willi coupon. Fxpires 05/14/04

f BRAKE SPECIAL \ '" 36/60/90" "
i From: $44.90* per axle
SCHEDULED
Save $$

i
i
i
i
i
i
i

rtttHtrt!

Available one day only!
Purchase in the lobby of the Super 8 Motel
on Candlers Mountain Road Wednesday, 4/28
From the hours of 11:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M.

•Some vans, pick-ups, transverse and hard to tune engines
uldilional.
I iiMniiiiiiciu.il Fee May Apply

COMPLETE AC REPAIR

lliilll^j

25

Huiff! when thif l i t gut thl

OFF

rail for detail,
with coupon

Let us cool you off
this summer...

Questions? Call 1-800-359-8336

Willi coupon lixpiics 05/14/04

»

4

J
i

Includes:
• Install new disc brake pads only
• Some foreign cars, trucks and
vans additional.
• Inspect rotors, turning
additional
• Free Brake inspection
• Inspect master cylinder and brake
hoses
• Add fluid as needed
• Test-drive vehicle
• Semi-metallic pads additional.
With coupon Kxpires 05/14/04

FUEL INJECTION
From: $69.90*
Includes must vehicles
Includes:
• Three-stage cleaning
• Save on costly repairs
• Recommended every 15,000
miles
• Increase performance
• Reduce emissions
Widi coupon, I.xpucs 05/14/04

From:

159

90

Includes:

6 & 8 i-yI slightly higher.
Includes parts
• • Oil, lube & tiller
• • Maintenance Tune-Up
• • New 1*VC filter
- • New air filter
J • New spark plugs
(platinum plugs additional)
• • Cooling system seivicc with new
I anli-free/.e (up lo I gallon)
I • Transmission service & tiller
I • 1 re rotation
| ' Clan& adjust brakes
| • R*|iack wheel bearing
|
(if applicable)
J

^ ilii coupon. Uxpucs 05/14/04
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Relay for Life raises cancer awareness Cell phone dangers
By Myandi Randall

from 6 p.m. until 6 a.m. Each
team had joined in an effort
to raise support for the ACS.
The goal was to have at least
one team representative
walking around the track at
all times.
"A lot of people in my
family have been affected by
cancer, and any chance I
have to come out and support people who are actively
working against it is something I wanted to take
advantage of," freshman
Sabrena Carter said.
A few bands provided
entertainment for the night.
Windemere and From Now
Until August performed at
the event. Students organized games and activities for
the event, including a "Survivor" type game that eliminated participants through
rounds of competition.
Booths were set up at varMlKF. TROXF.I.
ious points around the track.
HOPE AGLOW-ln Liberty's first annual Relay for Life, luminaries lining the hill spelled out "hope" while participants One booth was the Educawalked around the track. The goal was for each team to have a member walking around the track for the whole night. tion and Advocacy booth,
whose express purpose for
By Misty Maynard
the night was to emphasize how diet and
ACS.
NEWS REPORTER
The luminary service was the high- exercise play a role in decreasing the risk
light of the night, which was held to ofcancer.
At around 9:30 p.m. Friday night, all "remember and honor those who have
"We're educating people about differof the lights around the track were battled cancer," Wallis said.
ent types of cancer and cancer preventurned down. The only light left was
Two cancer survivors, Professor tion and treatment," graduate student
from the soft glowing of the luminaries Young and Professor Wagner, spoke Amanda Lemmers said.
lining the track. The luminaries spelled during the service. Framed by prayer, the
"The second part of it is the advocacy
out "Hope" and glowed as a soft but vivid survivor testimony touched the crowd.
part of it...Making people aware ofcanreminder of why the crowd of students,
A moment of silence followed the tes- cer legislature...even voter registration
faculty, staff and community members timonies.
because it's not just voting for a presihad gathered.
In the quiet, someone played "Amaz- dent, there's legislature involved, too,"
Liberty University hosted its first ing Grace" on a bagpipe. All around, peo- Across the country, more than 3,800
annual Relay for Life Friday night ple were praying. A few cried for lost communities host the Relay for Life
through Saturday morning. The event, loved ones while still others simply annually. The event has even spread to
which aimed to raise funds for the Amer- bowed their head in reverence. Follow- eight foreign countries, according to the
ican Cancer Society (ACS), boasted early ing the solo, the Liberty University ACS official Web site. Wallis says she
estimates of attendees between 150 and Gospel Choir sang some selections to the hopes that the Relay for Life will become
an annual tradition for Liberty. It is a
200 people by 9:30 p.m. with more peo- enthusiastic applause of the audience.
ple anticipated as the night moved forTeams composed mostly of students, way for students to get involved with a
ward, according to Sheila Wallis, the some faculty, staff and individuals from volunteer organization that touches milcommunity income specialist for the the community walked around the track lions of lives.

River Ridge Auto Body

Now OPEN
FORBUSINESS

AT OUR NEWLOCATION
7791 RichmondHWY
(460 E -1/2 mile past Mt Athos Rd.)

LYNCHBURG,
VA24504
We
are here to help you with
• Special payment plans for
students and faculty
• Accident Problems
• Insurance Estimates, and
• A Personal Hands-On
Touch to mate;
vehicle is done properly.

CONTRIBUTING WRITF.R

A new study conducted by
a group of environmental
engineers at the University of
Florida proves that cell
phones are hazardous waste
under the Federal Environmental Agency regulations.
"The bottom line is that
when we tested these devices,
in many cases they met the
EPA definition for regulated
hazardous waste," Associate
Professor Tim Townsend, the
lead investigator on the project said.
Many researchers believe
that it's one of the most
important public debates we
could have on the planet
today. The technology and the
industry have run far ahead in
building and planning, but the
public is surprisingly unaware
of the danger.
According to an article in
the Times of India, Cindy
Sage, who is an environmental
policy consultant for Sage
Associates in California,
believes this issue needs to be
addressed to the public. "We
need to open this debate about
high tech and about whether
there is high risk and whether
or not we choose this as our
future," she said.
Recently, there has been
concern that the use of handheld cellular telephones may
be linked with an increased
risk ofcancer; studies are now
being conducted
Many
cell-phone
companies don't mention the risks to their
customers, and they
are in disbelief that the
phones could actually
cause cancer. "Basically, they
are wise tails, and some people swear that they get shooting pains through their head
when they use their phone,"
Lori Davis, a Lynchburg U.S.
Cellular Sales Representatives
said.
Even though some cell
companies are not telling their
customers about potential
hazards, they still think the
public should be informed
and provided with information. "I do think it is important
for the public to be informed
on any possible environmental hazard," Davis said.
According to the Cellular
Telecommunications Industry
Association, there are currently over n o million wireless telephone users in the

United States. This number is
increasing at a rate of about
46,000 new subscribers per
day. Experts estimate that by
2005 there will be over 1.26
billion wireless telephone
users worldwide.
According to the Medical
Encyclopedia, cell phones use
non-ionizing radiation or low
levels of radiofrequency
energy (RF). Exposures to low
levels of RF from cell phones
have not been found to cause
health problems.
The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and the
Federal
Communications
Commission (FCC) have
developed guidelines that
limit the amount of radiofrequency energy that cell
phones are allowed to emit in
the United States.
According to the FCC, this
amount is much lower than
the level shown to cause any
changes in laboratory animals. Every cell phone manufacturer is required to report
the RF exposure of each
of its phone models to
the FCC.
Steps
to
decrease the hazardous effects
of cell

phone
usage
include
individuals
saving lengthy
phone conversa^^
tions for a convenJE0
tional telephone.
*
Users can
also
change to a cell phone
that has its antenna outside
the vehicle or use a headset so
the phone is further from the
body.
Information is available to
the public, but many experts
are concerned that not enough
people are aware of the effects
and potential risks of cell
phones. This issue has not yet
been a public debate.
"If you think that the levels
of radio frequency radiation
that we have from cell phones
and communications is
important enough to consider
today, wait until you see what
might happen when you dramatically increase the amount
of information in the atmosphere related to wireless internet," Sage said.

Tried Everything
to Remove
Unwanted Hair?

lectrolysis Works!
Ph.
Owner/Operator - Vito Demo

Safe I Permanent I Affordable
Call for a FREE Consultation
Hours By Appointment
Dolores Avers, DCT
Licensed 23 Years Experience
434^45-0-^0

/
J

/ Into /(tyr
^ ^

New Apartment

at County Green Apartment Homes

Tanning Bed
2 Tennis Courts
Jr. Olympic Size Swimming Pool
State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
1 Bedroom... 760 sq. feet
2 Bedroom... 1100 sq. feet
3 Bedroom... 1300 sq. feet
Approximately 10 minutes from Liberty
\m\

Call us today and find out about out convenient location and great specials! 237-5732

10% Student a
Faculty Discount!
Tea

Predelivery on campus
with minimum $12 order
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MILANO'S

Midnight 5 K R u n

Italian

April 2 4

Restaurant

5006 Boonsboro Road - Lynchburg, VA 24503
(434) 384-3400
J>~ i$>

12 am
Come out and support
the runners!

Excellent Lunch Buffet
Enjoy our tVbny*
Authentic Italian Dishes
$5.50 +Tax
Be Sure to Save
Room for Mlano's
Mouthwatering
NewYorkCheesecal

Attention Graduating Seniors
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!
InService America (Forest, Virginia) is a nationally recognized telecommunications company which works with some of the largest ministries and
non-profit organizations in the country. We offer a competitive compensation and benefits package. If you are a motivated individual looking for a
great career, we are now accepting resumes for the following positions:

&

iTiranisu
Hours:
Sunday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday

11:30am - 9:30pm
11:30am - 10:30pm
4pm - 10:30pm

Account Executive
Web Developer
Report Manager (Crystal Reports)
Management
Accountant
Corporate Trainer
RPG Programmer

I

T

Please attend the JOB FAIR at Liberty University on April 19th & 20th to find out more!
A company representative will be available between llam-3pm at the Demoss Center (by
the library) or in the Career Center. Resumes may be accepted at the following address:
gfreshour@inserviceamerica.coin or accepted at the Job Fair. You may also call 434-3167448 to set up an interview time. Please include a cover letter with your resume and specify what position you are applying for. We look forward to meeting and speaking with you
soon about an exciting career! To find out more, please review our company website at:
wwwjnserviceamerica.com
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Liberty students make significant contribution to blood drive
By Ashley Haygood
ASST. NF.WS EDITOR

Liberty students are saving lives, three each to be
exact. One unit of blood taken can help up to three
people and LU students were coming out in full force
last week to support a cause that could one day affect
themselves.
"Liberty is a major player, they supply about loo
units per day for a three day period; that's a lot of
blood from one place. VMI and Virginia Tech are comparable to what LU donates," Lisa P. Baity, Donor
Recruitment Representative for the Appalachian
Blood Region, said.
The American Red Cross with help from Circle K, a
community service organization, plans the two drives
per semester, which have seen about 90 students per
day come out.
Circle K, a local organization, sponsors the drive
through set-up of times and refreshments.
Vanessa DuBelle, an LU senior and former president of Circle K, has been helping with the drives now
for four years. "Being with these people from the
American Red Cross for four years has been awesome
and I encourage people to come out and help if they
can't give. It's a great thing, you're saving three lives if

you think about it," DuBelle said.
The Appalachian region, Lynchburg's region,
requires about 360 units per day to supply the needs
of healthcare professionals. Central Health alone
uses 11,000 units per year; 180 per week. The region
as a whole takes in 87,000 units per year go to various health needs.
The American Red Cross has set an emergency
level at three days, that's how many days the blood
that is currently in supply would last our region.
Currently the region is at a two-day supply; half a
day of O type blood and a day and a half of A and B
type.
Planning for the blood drives start early at the
ARC, "I already know the dates for 2006," Baity said.
Baity is one of the 10 representatives that serve
the Appalachian region. She has next semester's
dates picked out, September 14-16 and always keeps
in mind the 56-day wait period when planning
drives.
All blood types are of course accepted, but 0 negative, the universal donor, is desired. Baity stated
SUSAN WHITLEY
that 38 percent of people are O positive and 37 percent are O negative and a blood drive will inform you DRIVE FOR LIFE-LU students came in droves to donate blood in the American Red Cross Blood Drive last
week. According to a donor recruitment representative, LU donations are comparable to Virginia Tech's.
of your type if you are unaware.

SGA: Roberts wins a very close race Consolidating loans
continued from page 1

An atypical idea that
Roberts proposed was that of
having an entertainment
video spoof off of MTV Cribs.
The show would be called
LUTV Cribs and go into the
homes of students and look
into their lives, similar to
"Meet the Faculty" that John
Borek hosts almost every
Wednesday.
Knight's main platforms
consisted of implementing a
soup kitchen with left-overs
from Sodexho, cleaning up
campus more, instituting
more homecoming activities,
and increasing the number of
co-ed meeting places on
campus.
If the students support
these ideas, Roberts will
likely take them on as well as

the ideas that he has proposed.
There were some who ran
for the positions unopposed.
Roberts believes that the
new vice presidents of the
SGA will do an effective job.
"The new Vice President
of Government Affairs,
Travis Smith and the new
Vice President of Student
Services, Ryan Bartholomew,
are going to do a great job,"
Roberts said. "Travis and
Ryan are sharp men who are
driven to assist me in taking
the Student Government
Association to another level."
On the whole, Knight and
Roberts are both confident
about next year.
"I know a lot will get done
in the Student Government
Association next year,"
Roberts said. "Most people

proves beneficial
By Andrew Martin
SPORTS EDITOR

DAN ADAMS

STUDENT BODY REP-Jeremy Roberts shakes the hand of a student constituent last week before the SGA election. Roberts won in a very close race.

currently involved in the
SGA are coming back to Liberty next year...I hope to

build on the foundation that
(current) President Brian
Fraser built."
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TUNNEL Digging in
continued from page 1

However, The tunnel is designed with safety in mind. The
12-foot-wide, 300-foot-long tunnel will have plenty of lighting. Not only will the tunnel be well lit, but those driving on
University Blvd. will be able to see through to the other side of
the tunnel.
The digging portion of the tunnel, which is being completed
by Danville Drilling Inc. out of Danville, Penn., is expected to
be done by June. However, Renalds said that after the contractor finishes the drilling for the tunnel, the university will
bring in another contractor to work on sidewalks, steps, concrete headwalls and the walkway within the tunnel. The total
cost of the project is $1.2 million.
Danville Drilling has already begun preliminary preparations for the tunnel, including moving in heavy machinery.
Steel pipe sections are expected to arrive within the next few
days.

Personal Tours By:
Judy - 907-3024
Faye - 907-3020
Todd - 907-3025
f

Cerffied

www.langleyproperties.net
m

Ah, graduation day. The
pinnacle of college education
has been reached. It's now
time for the real world.
Well, with the real world,
comes real debt, at least for
most
college
students.
According to the Institute for
Higher Education Policy, the
average college graduate pays
out $850 a month for loan
fees.
With all this money being
thrown around, what can a
new graduate do to increase
his or her chances of making
it through the first few years
relatively easy?
One of the things that can
be done is consolidating their
loans. This should be done
within the six-month grace
period that most
loan companies
offer recent graduates to get the
best rates.
"Consolidating
within the sixmonth
grace
period is going to
give you a lower
interest
rate,"
Shawn Newman,
loan officer for
Sallie Mae said.
"After that you get into the
repayment interest rates,
which are generally higher."
Sallie Mae is the nation's
leader in lending for educational purposes. They currently own or manage over
seven million loans.
The only problem with this
is that once the loan consolidation process is finalized,
the grace period ends. The
pros and cons must be
weighed before anything is
decided upon.
Currently, the interest
rates are at an all time low.
"Fixed rates this year are at
the lowest in history, they
need to be taken advantage of
right away," Newman said.

These fixed rates are the
type of interest rates that do
not fluctuate over time. Once
the lender and the borrower
agree on this number, it will
not change as long as the payments are received on time
and are complete.
Not even inflation can
change this number. It is set.
While the interest rates
may be set, the total number
of loan payments in a given
month may not be set. Consolidating the loans will give
the borrower only one payment per month.
The monthly charge will be
more expensive, but it takes
away confusion and also
helps the graduate keep track
of the monthly payments
much easier.
"It's easier to track payment history, that's definitely
an advantage,"
former college
student Nathan
Misel said. He
currently has a
consolidated
loan for him and
his wife.
Another benefit of loan consolidation that
goes hand in
hand with the
single payment
is an increase in credit rating.
This is very important for
college graduates, who will
inevitably need a good credit
report to more easily borrow
money for such things as a
vehicle or a house. Without a
strong credit report, it will be
harder to earn the trust of the
bank or lender.
All graduates who have
loans must decide which
would be best for them. There
is no blanket rule for loan
payment.
"I recommend talking to
the specific lender about each
loan to get the best understanding of all the options,"
Newman said.
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Opinion

"The UWA will force America to re-think the moral
status of the unborn because it must be based on something more profound than the desire to have the child."
Rev. Will Honeycutt
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF RELIGION

Defining life
New law challenges Roe v. Wade
In a courageous move to
protect the unborn, President George W. Bush
signed Senate Bill 1019,
also known as the Unborn
Victims of Violence Act
(UWA), into law April 1.
This act "provides that,
under federal law, any person who causes death or
injury to a child in the
laseymour
womb shall be charged
with a separate offense, in addition to any charges relating to
the mother," Bush said at the signing.
This new law is necessary to provide the unborn with the
justice they deserve after injury or death in violent crimes
and important because personhood must be legally redefined to include to the unborn.
The Unborn Victims of Violence Act needed to be passed
in order to provide justice in federal cases of violent crimes
against pregnant women. The Laci Peterson case brought
this issue to America's attention after she and her unborn
baby, who was to be named Connor, were murdered. Scott
Peterson, who is accused of Laci's murder, is facing double
murder charges because California law allows for prosecution on behalf of the mother and the unborn child. California
is not alone. According to TomPaine.com, more than 30
states have laws similar to the UWA.
Our nation needs this law on the federal level as well,
because both victims, mother and child, should get justice.
That justice, however, must be derived on the basis that the
unborn child is in intrinsically worthy of legal rights. A par-

ent's desire to keep the child is not a valid reason for rights to
be given. Legal rights should be provided because the child
is a living human being, or repealed because the child is not a
living human being. There can be no middle ground.
Unfortunately, some of the statements being made come
dangerously close to arguing the case for the unborn on the
subjective basis of wanting the child. According to CNN.com,
Bush said, "All who knew Laci Peterson have mourned two
deaths and the law cannot look away and pretend there was
one." While this statement is true, there needs to be a clarification that Connor Peterson deserves justice because he was
a human being from the moment he was conceived and he
had a God-given right to life. All lives need to be protected
from the moment of conception because no other time during development can be objectively determined as the beginning of a life. This is why unborn children who are injured or
killed in violent crimes are worthy ofjustice.
Legally, America needs the UWA in order to reinstate the
status of the unborn as "persons." Pro-choice advocates are
worried and angry because the wording of the UWA will
challenge Roe v. Wade and could cause it to be legally overturned. The law has stirred up controversy because it redefines life and grantsrightsto the unborn, which directly contradicts the ruling in Roe v. Wade.
In a press release, Planned Parenthood explained the
threat that the law poses to abortion rights saying that it
"gives separate legal status to a fertilized egg, embryo, or

fetus, even if the woman does not know she is pregnant."
This conflicts with the decision of the Supreme Court in Roe
v. Wade that "person" as used in the Fourteenth Amendment
does not apply to the unborn.
While the Unborn Victims of Violence Act does not have
anything to do with abortion, there is a contradiction here
regarding the status of the unborn that must be resolved
from a legal standpoint as well as a logical one. Either the
unborn are living human beings and they have rights that
require protection, or they do not.
NOW, the National Organization of Women, also issued
a press release in which they accused the sponsors of this bill
as redefining the Fourteenth Amendment. The release said,
"The sponsors of this cynical bill have devised a strategy to
redefine the Fourteenth Amendment, which guarantees
equal protection of the law to "persons," which has never
been defined to include fetuses." NOW is wrong. The UWA is
not redefining the Fourteenth Amendment. It was not until
Roe v. Wade that the unborn were excluded from the definition of personhood. So this bill is only giving back the rights
the unborn had before they were stolen by the Supreme
Court. That was when our highest court failed by "redefining" the Fourteenth Amendment and wrongly decided that
the unborn were not "persons."
The clear contradiction in legal precedent between the
Unborn Victims of Violence Act and the ruling in the Roe v.
Wade case must be resolved. Both cannot stand. Either the
Unborn Victims of Violence Act will be struck down, or Roe v.
Wade will be repealed. With the passage of the UWA our
nation has been given a second chance to do therightthing. It
is time for the unborn to be given back their status as persons. It istimefor them to be given back theirrightto life. It is
time for Roe v. Wade to be repealed.

BEN EHPAHD

SpeakU O

"A leader should be bold
and stand up for what he or
she believes no matter
what."
-Annie Ryan, Fr.
Chesapeake, Va.

I What are a leaders most important characteristics?

"One who can lead others by
way of example such as a
servant leader."

"A leader is someone who
possess communication,
charisma, compassion and
honesty."

"A leader has to have good
Christian morals, integrity
and honesty."

"You must serve to lead. If
you ever want to be a great
leader you must cany a
towel in your hand."

"The most important characteristic of a leader is
belief in the highest leader,
Christ."

—Michael Nelson, Grad.
Mt. Shasta, Calif.

—Christina Hogge, Fr.
China Grove, N.C.

-Beth Corey, Fr.
Albion, Maine

—David Guinn Jr., Fr.
Raleigh, N.C.

-Melissa Gutierrez, So.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
MA-ITTUW
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Commentary
President Bush works for Political Assassinations: a
necessary plan of action
the good of the people
There is no doubt that America, while on terrorism after the September l l
being a major superpower in the world, is attacks, and troops are still in Iraq and
one of the most controversial and often many areas of the Middle East searching
most hated countries. The attacks of for and capturing terrorists. Bush has also
September 11, the extreme resistance to been very transparent and honest about
American forces in Iraq and the constant his Christian faith, and it is apparent that
threats from other counhis values are based on
tries are signs of a growing
Biblical truth. His moral
feeling of animosity toward
foundation has been espethe United States.
cially clear in the recent
battle
over the issue of
It is clear that the decihomosexual
marriage.
sions and actions of George
Bush strongly supports iniW. Bush during his presitiatives to make laws condency have caused him to
firming that marriage can
be despised both in
only legally be between one
America and around the
man and one woman. He
world.
Although it is
also recently signed into
important for the President ameliawigton
law the Unborn Victims of
to maintain a level of
approval in order to be re-elected, the Violence Act which supports the pro-life
presidency is not about being loved or view that a fetus is an actual life. Abortion
despised; it is about making decisions that and homosexual marriage are two of the
most pivotal and controversial issues in
are ultimately for the good of the people.
America
right now, and Bush has not been
One of the most famous political pieces
afraid
to
call for and sign laws supporting
ever written regarding politics, leadership
his
view
in
each debate.
and power is Nicolo Machiavelli's The
Qualities of the Prince. In his book,
I have had many questions regarding the
Machiavelli details the different leader- actions of George W. Bush during his term.
ship qualities that are required of a good One of the most recent has been the issue of
ruler. According to Machiavelli, leaders the war in Iraq and the fact that there have
must ironically be willing to act in the best been no significant discoveries of weapons
interest of the people even if it means of mass destruction. The possibility that
going against the will of the people. Saddam Hussein could have possessed
Machiavelli wrote
harmful weapons
that, "It is much
when he ruled
safer to be feared
Iraq was one of
"Although it is important for the
than to be loved
foundations
the President to maintain a on which
when one of the
Bush
two must be lacklevel of approval in order to built his arguing." While it is
ment for going to
be re-elected, the presidency war
debatable if Bush
with Iraq.
is not about being loved or
is actually feared
Since Saddam's
and not simply
despised; it is about making capture there
disliked, it is
been many
decisions that are ultimately have
apparent that he
detailed searches
for the good of the people." for biological,
has
repeatedly
chemical and posresponded to viosibly
nuclear
lence and threats
weapons,
but
little
evidence
of
the
weapons
against the United States with significant
has been discovered. Despite this, America
force.
Not only did Machiavelli contend that can rely on the integrity and character of
leaders must make decisions based on Bush in the decisions that he has made in
what is right instead of what is popular, the past. Although Americans might not
many different leaders in the Bible stood know all of the details surrounding differup for what they believed despite the ent decisions, it is important to know Bush
opposition that they faced. Some of the has and should continue to act in the best
greatest examples of leadership in the interest of the people.
Bible such as Joshua, Caleb, Joseph,
Based on the guidelines of the Bible, the
David, Jeremiah and Jesus Christ all stood philosophy from Machiavelli and the
many times opposed to popular opinion strong moral stances that Bush has adoptand fought for what was right. They all ed while in office, it is clear that Bush is
received harsh persecution and criticism, willing to do what is best whether people
but they still accomplished the challenging agree with him or not. That is one of the
tasks that were before them.
most critical aspects of leadership, and
George W. Bush has made himself a Bush has stood by his convictions despite
very strong and often unpopular leader criticism and painful opposition.
during his presidency. He began the war
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The September ll, 2001, terrorist attacks assassination materially impaired the
weakened, at least in the United States, what Japanese war effort, which in turn helped to
had previously been a firm ethical and legal defeat the Japanese.
consensus opposed to implementing political
Most recently, Israel assassinated Hamas
assassinations. Immediately following the leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin. According to
2001 terrorist attacks, President Bush Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, Yassin
was the "mastermind of
authorized the CIA to employ
Palestinian terror" and a
any measures necessary to
"mass
murderer who is
assassinate Osama bin Laden
among
Israel's
greatest eneand his network of terrorists.
mies."
For
all
practical
purIn July 2003, Uday and
poses, Israel's political assasQusay Hussein, who were
sination of Yassin, who was
major political figures in Iraq,
deeply involved in leading
were killed by American
deadly combat against Israel,
forces. While the Hussein
evidences how a country recbrothers were ostensibly
ognizes a direct threat to
killed in a military skirmish,
national
security
and
the specter of their deaths has gabrielwasson
responds accordingly.
left some to question whether
In this new era of combating a shadowy
the directive to kill Osama bin Laden and the
Hussein brothers was a possible breach of a enemy, i.e. terrorism, it may be appropriate
long-standing American policy prohibiting to repudiate the EO that banned political
any political assassinations. The use of assas- assassinations. Any foreign leader, whether
sinations is equated by some as nothing more associated with a sovereign state or a stand
than murder, while others consider it a criti- alone terrorist, that employs force, threat, or
cal component of foreign and defense policy. murder in an attempt to destroy American
sovereignty should become eligible for the
Political assassinations have been banned
target of a political assassination. Abraham
as a matter of United States policy since 1976
Sofaer, a former State Department legal adviwhen President Ford signed Executive Order
sor, contends, "If a leader...is responsible for
(EO) 11905: "No employee of the United
killing Americans, and is planning to kill
States Government shall engage in, or conmore Americans...it would be perfectly propspire to engage in, political assassination"
er to kill him rather than to wait until more
[Section 59(g)]. Ford issued the EO in
Americans were killed." The rights guaranresponse to an embarrassing admission at a
teed in the Bill of Rights evoke the principle
Senate Committee hearing concerning a
of self-determination, which is ultimately the
series of overseas assassination attempts.
right to be defended. Terrorism, for example,
Presidents Carter and Reagan later reeradicates self-determination, and in the
affirmed the ban. Unlike a law passed by
process become a concentrated assault on all
Congress, an EO like 11905 can be amended
Americans. Failure to use political assassina(or rescinded) by the President.
tions as a way to defend the United States and
The horrendous events of September 11 to preserve its freedoms may ultimately
served to focus global attention on the elimi- encroach upon our nation's autonomy.
nation of all terrorism as expeditiously as Assassinations, if used appropriately, are a
possible. An example of the effectiveness of a justifiably powerfully weapon against leaders
political assassination was the killing of that are a material threat to the U.S. As the
Japanese Admiral Isoruku Yamamoto during old saying goes, desperate times call for drasWorld War II. Yamamoto was the master- tic measures.
mind of the Pearl Harbor attack and his

letter
to the
editor
Liberty students lend a helping hand
Dear Editor,
I would like to write a letter of thanks to two of your fellow students. This weekend my parents and I decided to picnic on the Parkway at Peaks of Otter and during the unloading of the
car, the doors were closed and locked with the keys still in the ignition. My parents are elderly and my mother has alzheimer's so my concern was immediate. As I tried to figure out
what to do I knew they were getting cold and that heightened my concern. Two of your fellow students were kind enough to not only stop and find out what was wrong, but went to the
lodge to ask for help and brought back a tool to try and open one of the doors. We tried for
what seemed like hours without success. They were losing their time to hike and I felt I had
taken up so much of their time and was relieved when they felt they could leave me for a
while with a promise to return to check on us. I feel I am a very fortunate person to have had
the opportunity to "meet such caring people and wanted to let them know that we are ok and
how much we appreciate their kindness and caring. Thank you so much Erica and Trip.
Sincerely,
Susie Crow
Director, Ferrum College Academic Resources Center
Ferrum, VA

CHRIS TOMUN
with special guest -Starfield

04.29.04
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fun fact of the week

picks of the week
• 4/22-24 Monte Cristo Performances

Hummingbirds are the only
animals that can fly backwards.

LU's Theater Department presents "Monte Cristo: The
Musical" on Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m., as
well as a 2:30 p.m. matinee on Saturday in Fine Arts 134.
Tickets are $6 for students and $10 for adults.

Taken from www.frocmnnlnslllutc.com/iisi'lessFncts.lilm

•4/24 Midnight 5K Run
Come out at midnight on Saturday and join your fellow
students in a 5K Run hosted by the SGA.

t0

Why College
Life is Like a
TV Sitcom
By Joy Abbott
U F E ! REPORTER

'm sure you have all heard the saying
"life's a movie." However, now that I
am at college I have come to realize
that life is not really a movie. Movies
have a simple plot, a consistent cast, and
one clear message. College life has none *
of these: college life is not a movie... it is
a weekly sitcom because...

I

—The entire plot of a movie is revealed in
90-120 minutes. Like our lives a sitcom
reveals its plot slowly, piece by piece over
time.
—A movie is either a comedy or a drama.
Butlife and sitcoms vary week to week.
—Much like a sitcom, the more seasons of
life that pass the more you feel likes you've
seen this episode.
—When you least expect it, that character
you thought left the show (or your life),
makes a guest appearance.
—No matter who you are, you have those
two friends, that everyone (but them)
knows will end up together.
—If you are a beautiful girl, a breakup is
never the end of a relationship.
—Movies run beginning to end, but in a sitcom sometimes regularly scheduled prograrraning is interrupted bybreaking news.
—Movies are contrived. 65 girls-eight
shower stalls.... Thafs reality TV!
—Movies are about the beautiful main
characters, every one watches the sitcom
for the smart aleck.
—Have you ever noticed that in sitcoms if a
guy is supposed to be i8he'splayedbya25-year-old, and ifhe's25he's played bya32year-old??? Maybe this is because guys
nevertrulygrowup. (Just an observation)
—No matter what show you watch, Be it
Friends, Cheers, Boys Meets World, you
will see that people congregate. Whether it
be in coffee shops, burgerjoints, the cafeteria, or dorm rooms.
True, each day of our lives does not start
with opening credits and theme music But
next time your find yourself stressed out
over the daily activities of life, remember
life is a sitcom and there is always something to laugh at.

amyjordan
A smile on my face
he world is a beautiful place. In only
three short weeks, I will be a college
graduate, meandering Italian streets,
before coming back home to pursue my studies
in English. As I sit down to write my very last
column, 1 find myself very content with life
right now. While it hasn't always been sunshine and roses, for the most part my college
experience has been an especially happy one.
And when thinking back on my experience, it
seems like it is the smallest moments that have
made me the most happy.
Nathaniel Hawthorne once said,
"Happiness is a butterfly, which, when pursued, is always just beyond your grasp, but
which, if you will sit down quietly, may
alight upon you," and I find his words to be
true. During the last four years, it is the
simple, seemingly insignificant times that
make me smile. Here are a few of the things
from my college experience that bring
instantaneous smiles:
—Sitting in the dorm room with Krystal,
Holly, and Becca during my freshman year,
when talking and watching movies was the
only assignment for the day.
—Trying to study for my biology exam
freshman year, and instead crying next door
with a fellow lovesick friend. Although 1 felt
entirely unhappy at the moment, just tllinking

T

)Ho*tfe> 0tiafo<'—Srfoy

<t cufate, yocc cam

By Rachel Jones
LIFE! REPORTER

t has been two weeks since
the production of "Monte
Cristo" first appeared in
Lloyd
Auditorium.
Premiering on April 2 to a
sold out audience, cast members transported viewers to a
land far away and a time long
ago. Set in France, the audience is introduced to a young
man named Edmond Dantes
who has the love of his life
and a blossoming career.
After being wrongly accused,
Dantes is sent to prison.
After escaping, He must conquer
his
longing
for
vengeance.
Director Linda Nell Cooper
began adapting this classic
tale last July and completed
MATT TRKNT
work on it in December.
She chose all of the cast PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT—The cast of Monte Cristo prepares for their performances, under the direction of Mrs. Linda Nell Cooper.
members, and worked tireand the only thing that came
lessly with them as they have not settled for medioc- are important.
"Theater is all about chem- out of my mouth was...
learned their roles in this rity and have risen to the
challenge. One of the great- istry with others. Developing "OUCH" Cooper remembers a
production.
Kerianne Rice, who plays est challenges faced by many, those connections off stage much more serious moment
the
part
of
Trinette was understanding the char- really makes the onstage work in the performance.
"There was a moment when
Coderouffe, said of Cooper's acter he or she played, and believable."
Philpot also enjoys the Josh Philpot's eyes darted
directing, "Mrs. Cooper has conveying that character to
camaraderie shared by the forward at the very same
ways of bringing talent out of the audience.
Josh Philpot, who plays the cast members. "I love being moment as a chord was hit on
you that you never knew you
had, she never lets you settle lead as the "Count of Monte with a group of Christians the piano and the lights
for mediocrity in perform- Cristo" explained the difficul- who love the Lord and who changed... it was magical."
love to serve Him by doing
ties of his character.
Although this production is
ance."
says
Philpot, set in a time that no one real"The easy part was being theater,"
It is evident that the cast
members of "Monte Cristo" the count in act two. Act one "Everyone has put so much ly can relate to, the themes
was
tough time into making this show this, story is based on are relebecause I had great, and we owe it to the vant even today. The largest
to
act
so Lord. I've met my very best theme running through the
friends doing shows here."
play is jealousy. Mondego is
young."
Since the show has been in jealous of Dantes, and later
Rice
also
found difficul- production for two weeks Dantes is driven by his desire
ties in her role now, the cast has enjoyed for revenge on Mondego.
as the villain- many memorable and amus- Cooper believes that this is an
ing moments.
important theme to have in
ous Trinette.
Bennett recalls a humorous the production. "This story is
"I might be the
only
person moment during the first a case study on revenge. I
who can say weekend. "During our sec- love the ending when Edmond
they have no ond performance, there is a realizes revenge is not up to
s i m i l a r i t i e s really dramatic scene toward him, and says that only God
with their char- the end. However, during has supreme wisdom and
acter. She is the climax, one of the lead power."
so opposite and actors' wig fell off. It was
"Monte Cristo" will show
it is draining to cool to see how everyone on this weekend
Thursday,
play someone stage kept their composure Friday, and Saturday at 7:30
that is totally and continued the scene in p.m. and an extra performunlike you. She dramatic honesty. We all ance will show at Saturday at
cracked up about it once we 2 p.m. With only a few showis evil."
left
the stage, but not until ings left you don't want to
Aaron Bennett,
then."
who plays Albert
miss it. This tale of romance,
Philpot
also
recounted
M
o
n
d
e
g
o
,
revenge and redemption will
MAIT TRKNT
believes
that another story.
teach important life lessons
PRIMPING FOR THE BIG NIGHT—Aaron Bauer and
"On Saturday night, I and entertain you completely.
the friendships
Elisabeth Ann Sobocinski prepare for their roles in "Monte
made
during slipped in a puddle of wax on Philpot puts it simply, "Come
Cristo" with costumes shipped in from California.
the production the stage and fell backwards, see it. Its great!"

I

about it now makes me laugh, at how much
I've hopefully grown up during my time here.
It's true that those moments forge relationships—while the tears over that silly guy have
long since dried, they cemented a friendship
I'm continually grateful for.
—Pouring my heart into Vision team members my freshman and sophomore year, and
seeing the way that God used them on the
weekends. Through Vision, I got to see
what it meant to be Christ to someone else. Something that sticks out
is seeing one of my team leaders
spend an entire weekend just
being a friend to the kid that no
one could stand, and being able to
visibly see the boy's heart soften
during the course of 48 hours. It
. was a privilege to truly pray for
and encourage people who
were Christ's hands and
feet to those teenagers.
Those were moments I
won't soon forget.
—Random road trips
with my girlfriends, even
if just to Charlottesville or
Roanoke, with a whole lot
of laughing and teasing.
Even if most of it was at me,
for sitting in the backseat
and sewing never-to-becompleted wedding presents.
—Decorating our dorm
room sophomore year with

Krystal, and all the subsequent laughter, tears,
and heart-to-heart conversations that took
place in that room. Krystal guided me through
much of my college experience, a steady friend
I am forever thankful for.
—Eating beignets and pralines, taking carriage rides and being just a little bit crazy in
New Orleans with Carrie and Holly, who happen to be the height of cool and fun.
—Innumerable hours spent in the
Champion office, even if some of those
hours I wanted to poke my eyes out.
Much thanks to my previous managing editor, and my current editorin-chief for putting up with me, and
only rolling your eyes occasionally.
—The moments in the Champion
office when everyone simply
acknowledged that I am dramatic, and allowed me to loudly
express whatever the issue of
the day happened to be,
from grammar tests to
fun dates.
—Indulging in my
nightly snack of Oreo
SonicBlasts at the end
of my junior year and
managing to lose
weight
anyway,
because 1 seemed
like I never had time
to eat any other form
of food.
Office visits with two of my

favorite ladies, Mrs. Huff and Mrs. Towles. I
hope I get to have some of the same land of
relationships with my students someday.
Thanks for your consistent encouragement.
—Nightly room checks, tucking in the girls
on my hall each night my junior and senior
year. Being able to be a part of the lives of some
of the most amazing girls ever to grace this
campus. Those girls have a special place in my
heart, and I love you.
—Phone conversations with my parents,
who have been ever-so-gracious in allowing
me to call and vent at any necessary moment.
For the "red balloon" packages and Barnes and
Noble cards that have kept me sane in the
midst of the past two years of insanity. Thanks
for loving me always.
—The unexpected surprise of bonding with
Kathy in Southern lit, and the subsequent
friendship that resulted. I'm so veiy glad God
placed you in my life.
—Starlit walks and Marble Slab ice cream
from Hilton Head Island. And this boy I know
who can make me smile at pretty much any
given moment, whether in Hilton Head,
Lynchburg, or a Wendy's in North Carolina.
—My "hope"ringthat my mom gave me my
freshman year of college, along with her
prayers that I would remain hopeful about all
the things that God was going to do in my lite
during my time at college and beyond. I'm still
surprised by the way that God has blessed my
time at school beyond any of my hopes or
expectations. And I am still hopeful. Because
the world is a beautiful place.
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first place in
painting is
Anna
Art is the conscious pro- Melcon who
duction or arrangement of
named the
sounds, colors, forms,
painting
movements, or other ele"The
ments in a manner that
Children of
affects the sense of beauty,
Vietnam."
specifically the production
The painting
of the beautiful in a graphic shows great
or plastic medium. The defi- detail of the
nition is written on all the
children and
fliers advertising the
of their
Student Art show. When
expressions.
you go to the computer lab
Melcon also
on the wall by Jazzman's
Caf6, you are surrounded by won first
place in
the Student Art Show.
drawing.
DANIKI. ADAMS
In the art show, there are For first
paintings, drawings, photog^
place in
GLORIFYING GOD THROUGH ART—Liberty students have the opportunity to display their works in
raphy, and graphic illustraphotograthe
ILRC for the LU community to admire and appredate.
tions. In each category, the
phy, Rusty
art is judged and the artists
Martin had
is a volunteer show that was is an artist, and he gave us
receive awards for first, secthese gifts with the art
initiated five years ago by
a
black
and
white
picture
of
ond, and third place. For
reflecting God and what he
Professors Cam Davis,
an arbor called, "Still
does in our life."
Sandra Oughton, and Eva
Waiting."
Palmer. They wanted the
For first
Senior Communications
students to have an opporplace in
student Kevin Boyd, who
tunity to show their talents
digital
has several works featured
to the student body. Many
illustrain the show commented, "I
people have supported the
tion,
was really impressed by
art show such as the ILRC
Joseph
the, talent of a lot of the
chief information officer,
Hinson's
students, and it's exciting
Maurice Zaffke, who
illustrathat the artists at the
reserves space to hang the
tion is of
school had the opportunity
work in the computer lab.
an old oil
to share their work with
lamp that
The theme for this year's other students."
has a 3-D
The show started April 2
art show is "Reflection of
effect.
with
a reception at
God"
by
glorifying
God
DANIKI. ADAMS
The
Hampton Inn and the
through art.
CALLING ALL ART LOVERS—Kevin Boyd's piece under the cat- Student
Student Art show will conCommunications profesArt Show
egory of painting is a part of a series on Communications
tinue on until May 6.
sor Todd Smith said, "God
By Sarah Metherd
LIFE! REPORTER

Amory McKutcheon
Major: Elementary Education
Hometown: Kannapolis, N.C.
My Meal Saturday would include:
Saturday, because it's my most productive
day
Favorite verse: Proverbs 2:6-8
Accomplishment you are most proud of:
Finding my fiance, Steve Anderson, at
Liberty and getting married in October.
My ideal Saturday would include: a day at
the park and a trip to the Snow Shack.
Where I see myself ten years after
Liberty: in North Carolina, married and
working on a family.
The one food I cant live without: Dad's
grilled chicken.
If I could have any singer or group play
for my birthday: Kathryn McClaren, she
has an amazing voice and will be singing at
my wedding.
Favorite movie: Royal Wedding, with Fred
Astaire
If I could sit spend the day with someone
I would want it to be: My Papa
Favorite junk food: Dove chocolate
If I could be anywhere right now I would
want to be: At home, in Kannapolis, with ail
my family.
What's in my CD player right now: Ella
Fitzgerald
If I could have any job for a day I would
want to be: a visitor's center tour guide for
Liberty
What I'm most grateful for: my family,
because they have made me who I am
today.
My favorite LU memory: being surprised
with our OWN junior senior by non other
than Steve, Jacob, and Brad. I love you
boys!
What I'm most looking forward to about
graduation: Starting a new phase of my
life.
—Compiled by Amy Jordan, LIFE! editor

Avoiding allergies
this springtime
By Lauren Hultz
l.ll'E! REPORTER

ou see them everyday walking
around campus. You hear them
sneezing and coughing in the back
of your classroom. You see tears streaming down their face and you ask, "What's
wrong?"And the reply might be something
such as, "I'm fine. 1 hate flowering trees."
That's right, they are the sufferers of
seasonal allergies, which is commonly
referred to as hay fever. According to
WebMD.com, about 20 percent of
Americans suffer from allergies. As the
sixth most common chronic disease, hay
fever affects approximately 33 million
Americans. The Richmond Times-

Y

Getting eager to head to Guatemala
this summer are an example to us all of
spiritually. They know why they are
going and with that in mind, they are set- what Jesus told us to do in Matthew
28:19. They have a heart for Christ and
ting out to do a good work in God's
orty-five Liberty students and facul- name. Junior Alissa Lim wants to have a what He wants to accomplish.
chance to spread the gospel to the people
Mills sums up the feeling of the group
ty are packing their bags and
she will minister to. She also wants to
with his statement. "God is amazing. I
preparing for a summer in
have seen Him do incredible things not
Guatemala. Starting out on May 16, and learn if this is a full-time calling in her
life. "I want to experience missions first
only in the lives of the people we minister
staying until June 13, these young peohand and determine if this is where God
to but also in the lives of those who go
ple and adults are setting out on an
down from the States".
adventure that they hope leads to many wants me as a missionary."
lives being changed and many souls
"Life is full of unknowns and yet God
For some of the students and faculty
going on this summer trip to Guatemala, is always there and is always the same.
being saved.
He seems to change, but it is only us
this is not their first experience in misDr. David Towles, a professor at
sions. Some of the students have been to and our perception of Him that
Liberty University started this missions
changes," he said.
Guatemala before.
program back in 1999, and has led many
"God blesses all those who fervently
This is the case with Mills who has
trips every year since then. Towles, who
seek after Him and do the things He has
many fond memories of his time in
has been on 20 such missions' trips, has
called them to do. My prayer is that I
Guatemala. "During last summer I
many memories from his experiences.
may be blessed only so that I can be a
worked in an orphanage of a month and
He hopes for many things on this
blessing to others. Through God all
at the end one girl said that she wanted
summer's trip, but he shared his most
things are possible and through God this
me to be her father. That completely
important goal. "I want for this trip to
trip will be great."
broke my heart."
change lives forever, both among our
Towles also has striking memories of
group and among the dear people to
his time spent
whom we will minister."
in Guatemala.
Student Director Aaron Mills also has
He recounts
a goal for what he wants to happen over
one of his
this summer. "I hope to be serving God
experiences in
every chance I get. Whether it is leading
a hospital.
someone to Christ, meeting someone's
"One afternoon
physical needs through the medical clinin El Salvador
ic, or simply loving on an orphan who
when I walked
doesn't normally see love."
down bloodMills has many responsibilities that
splattered halls
the rest of the students will not have.
Aaron explains some of his duties, "I will of a maternity
hospital, leadbe making sure everything is running
ing new mothsmoothly and for the most part
ers to Christ."
PlIOIll PKOVIDI-.D
I'll be translating in the medical clinic
The 45 people BEING CHRIST'S HANDS AND FEET—These Liberty girls follow God's commandand preaching."
As this group sets out, they are prepar- setting out into ment to serve His people by ministering to needy children on a previous trip
the missions field to Guatemala.
ing themselves mentally, physically and
By Rachel Jones
UFE! REPORTER

F

Dispatch describes an allergy as "an
abnormal sensitivity to substances, called
allergens.that are ordinarily harmless."
So how is an allergy triggered?
Allergens are usually inhaled and swallowed or make contact with the skin
which causes a reaction within one's
immune system that causes the body to
release histamine. Histamine, often
cured foV using an antihistamine, tends
to cause a runny nose, sneezing, watery
and itching eyes and headaches. The
symptoms of allergies are similar to a
cold, however, they are different.
Symptoms of allergies and hay fever
include a runny nose with thin, clear discharge, respiratory difficulties (like
sneezing or wheezing), congestion and an
itchy nose, throat or eyes.
Cold symptoms include a low-grade
fever, sneezing, fatigue and a runny nose
with thicker, yellow discharge. If left
untreated, however, hay fever can cause
asthma or sinus infections.

In this beautiful springtime weather,
pollen counts are very high. Pollen is
extremely high due to the high number of
flowering and budding trees in Central
Virginia. The Weather Channel lists, as of
Sunday, April 18, 2004, that the most
common types of allergens in Lynchburg
(24502) are mold, tree (especially oak),
grass and ragweed. The pollen forecast
remains high for the time being.
As a seasonal allergy sufferer, I can
sympathize with many other students
here at Liberty. Moving down here from
Michigan triggered allergies that I never
knew I had before, so don't be surprised
if you begin to suffer from allergies and
hay fever in Central Virginia if you're not
a native Virginian. I alleviate my allergy
symptoms by taking Claritin RediTabs, a
24-hour, 10 mg loratadine "orally disintegrating tablet." Claritin was approved to
be sold over-the-counter rather than as a
prescription in November 2002. It has
various formulas, ranging from children's

syrup to tablets. It is also available as
Claritin-D, which includes a decongestant
in addition to an antihistamine.
Other popular, non-prescription medications are Benadryl, Alavert, Tavist,
NasalCrom and Chlor-Trimeton.
Prescriptions include Allegra, Clarinex
and Zyrtec. Eye drops such as Visine can
help to relieve red and itchy eyes.
Dust mites are also a popular allergen,
especially within dorm rooms. Dust mites
are smaller than a period at the end of a
sentence and can colonize in warm, moist
places, such as beds. Dust mites thrive on
human dander and skin flakes. To prevent dust mite infestation, mattresses and
pillows should be covered in a zippered,
synthetic material and sheets and pillowcases should be washed in hot water at
least once a week. Vacuuming regularly
can also cut down on dust mite population. Keeping windows closed will also
cut down on pollen in the dorm room.
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as,you can shoulder. If you've got the desire and the drive, you can
lead your team to the top. On your way to success, you'll also earn a
paycheck, receive money for college, get career training and many
more valuable benefits.
Learn to lead a team to higher goals. Join the Virginia Army National Guard.
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Undefeated spring season complete

The Bottom

By Megan Fatkin
SPORTS REPORTER

By Pat Doney
If I were to tell you that I was going to
run around in circles for three straight
hours, would you pay to watch? What
about if I made really loud noises with my
mouth and ran into other racers in the
process? I didn't think so. This to me, LL
least to some extent, is what NASCAR
presents each and every weekend in the
spring.
Anytime the number of mullets takes
over more than half an event's hair population, it's not worth my time. Some of
the people that crawl out of their caves to
go to these activities are... interesting, to
say the least. It must take talent to really
think that Elvis is still alive, and that the
state flag of Kentucky has a keg on it. And
no matter what is said, the day that Dale
Earnhardt took his last lap is not a
national holiday, so go to work.
What befuddles me is that people actually pay to go to these races. I've heard of
fans not wanting to go to sporting events
in order to miss the crowds or parking
prices, because they can watch the big
game on their television. NASCAR seems
to be the exact opposite. The guy in the
crowd that catches a piece of tire immediately becomes a heroic figure. If you
aren't one of the lucky few to snag a broken piece of automobile, you too can be
cool if you pay the modest price of:
$ (enter your first born child here), to listen to the in-car radios. There's nothing
quite like 43 overweight NASCAR fans
trying to listen to one mini radio in a section designed for six people.

Something that I have come to realize
is that the people that run NASCAR are
geniuses when it comes to marketing. If
you aren't wearing a shirt with a car's
number or some type of beer logo, you
had better be letting your overweight,
hairy gut flap in the breeze. Honestly
though, it is almost funny that a company
like Viagra would pay thousands of dollars to put their logo on the hood of a car,
probably knowing full well that every
male that sees it can't help but smirk (I
know I'm not the only one). The most
intriguing part is that there are race fans
that go out and buy products, "just to
support their favorite driver." News
flash: Mark Martin gets no extra benefits
if you actually ask your doctor about
Viagra. This just allows Viagra to continue to think that their bad idea is a good
investment.
Whether or not I'm bias means nothing. The truth is never prejudice, and
that's a fact. NASCAR does put on a show
each weekend; it just happens to be in the
stands rather than on the track. Many say
that I will never understand until I go to
a race, but, due to the fact that I'm not
willing to live in a tent outside Bristol for
the five days before the madness, I don't
plan on ever experiencing it. It's not that
I hate NASCAR; it's more the fact that I
enjoy a few right turns in my life, and
that's the bottom line.
thebottomlineguy@yahoo.com

"We played together, we
played composed, and we
played good soccer," said
Assistant
Coach
Ben
Strawbridge.
Head Coach James Price
said the Liberty women's
soccer team has "accomplished what we set out to
do."
The Lady Flames finished off their spring season with a tournament at
James Madison University
on Saturday. Liberty continued their undefeated
spring as they beat
Virginia Tech 3-1 and tied
JMU 1-1. The team had two
great performances against
two very tough teams.
Saturday's scores were
the best results that the
Flames have had against
these teams in history.
"Two years ago we couldn't
compete
with
these
teams," said Price. "Now
we are playing at their
level and beating them."
"It was the most complete soccer we have ever

played," Strawbridge said.
Their passing was good,
the first touch was clean,
and they went psycho in
the box. "They did exactly
what we asked them to."
The team was low on
numbers, as they have been
dealing with injuries all
spring, but they battled to
the final whistle. "It was a
great end to an undefeated
spring," said Strawbridge.
"A good way to look forward."
This weekend is just an
indicator of how hard the
team has been working.
"We have come a long way
and proved that we are not
far off," said Price.
"This is why we play a
tough schedule, so we can
see teams like this," said
Price. Playing teams with
the talent of JMU will give
Liberty experience that
will help them win the Big
South in fall.
Though Price was reluctant to single any player
out, he said, "Lauren
Zealand had the greatest
performance by a Liberty
soccer
player
ever."

Zealand scored two goals
against Tech and one
against JMU.
"We will use this weekend as a springboard to
build on for next fall," said
Price. If the Lady Flames
play like they did this
weekend, they will be more
than proud of their
achievements.
Their next challenge will
be getting through the next
three months when each
player will be on her own.
The team heads into the
summer with an intense
training schedule but the
coaches are confident that
the women will work hard.
As they told the team, "this
spring's results are enough
to get everyone motivated
to work hard." It will be a
test to each player's discipline. Looking at their
work this spring, it is a test
they will pass with flying
colors.
Coach Price sends the
team off with one last word
of encouragement. "The Big
South is played in November
but it is won or lost in the
summer," he said.

MVP Trophy: In Blair's possession now
Continued from Page 14

Gainings started out the
tournament with MVP like
numbers. In High Point's
opening round game against
VMI, he tallied 18 points on
8-of-io
shooting. Two
night's later, he recorded an
impressive double-double,
grabbing 14 rebounds and
scoring 10 points. In the
championship game loss,
though, he scored only seven
points while committing
four turnovers.

Both made a solid case for
This, the championship
game, was where Blair made the award, but in the end it
his strongest case for the was Blair who led his team to
MVP honor. He set the tour- the championship and seemnament record for three- ingly sealed the deal.
pointers made in a single
Voters saw it differendy.
game with seven and he finThe system was changed
ished the contest with 29 before the women's tournapoints in just 28 minutes.
ment to ensure this mistake
The game before he was would not happen again.
just as remarkable. He
"I felt like (giving Blair the
scored 23 points and trophy) was something I
snatched five rebounds in needed to do," Gathings said.
leading the Flames to the
That was why he was in
semi-final
win
versus Lynchburg Wednesday mornCoastal Carolina University. ing.

Only for a limited time...

Pre-order the 2004 Selah Yearbook
for only $ 3 0 before M a y 7thi
The 30th edition of the Seiah Yearbook highlight!* events from August of 2003
through Graduation of 2004, To pre-order now email yrarlx»ok(n)iibeity,edu
or send the following order Form to;
Selah Yearbook, 1971 University Blvd. Lynchburg* VA 24502
Name:
GontactPhoue #;
Email:
Yesil want to pre-order my Selah Yearlxjok for $30,
Please mail my yearbook for $5 to the following address:
Make cheek payable to Selah Yearbook. Yearbooks will arrive this summer.
You may pkk up your book in August or have it mailed to you. Credit card
orders can be accepted by calling 434-582-2200.
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Distinctively Different.
Enjoy our outdoor patio! Relax as the
beauty of Lynchburg accompanies
your dining experience. We'll meet
your needs with the finest food and
service.
Enjoy your meal at J.T.
McWane's!

UcWAN
Restaurant

I * mk
Restaur
L U N C H :Tues - Fri 11:30am -2:00pm

D I N N E R : T u e s - Sat 5:00pm - 10:00pm
SUNDAY BRUNCH: 11:30am - 2pm
DINNER: 5pm UNTIL
3009 Old F o r e s t R d .
L y n c h b u r g , VA 24501
434-384-7727
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Flames golfers enjoy winning, laughing and "rabbit-hunting"
By Megan Fatkin
SPORTS REPORTER

; Drive up alongside the fairway
and there are three golfers up in the
bushes on the hill. Obviously in
search of something, their coach
yells out, "please tell us that you are
looking for rabbits!"
The Liberty Golf team is coming
to the close of another season with
some great results. The team's top
Jive has one player averaging 74 and
four players averaging 75.
The squad is led by a great man
Who admits that he sometimes
coaches with a "Phil Mickelson
smile." Frank Landrey is seen as a
well-respected and godly man by his
team, any reporter that he shows
around the golf course, and most
likely, anyone else that he meets.
The team was asked to compare
themselves to any professional
golfer. Senior James Yoo said, "Ernie
Els because of his swing and because
he's a real genuine and classy guy."
Sophomore Andrew Turner replied,
"Mike Weir because my swing

resembles his, he's a lefty, and we
look a bit alike." Junior Jonathan
Dickinson said he was most like "Jim
Furyk because my swing isn't as
good as everyone else's."
With characteristics of Phil
Mickelson, Ernie Els, Mike Weir,
and Jim Furyk the Liberty golf team
has some great talent on their side.
"We have a lot of depth," said
Landrey. "This is my 12th year and I
think it is the best overall athleticism
and potential that we've ever had."
There are 15 guys on the golf team
and while having that much depth is
great, Coach Landrey admits it is not
always easy. "With 15 players, it isn't
always easy to keep them all happy
and keep them going in the same
direction." Landrey gives credit to
assistant coach Jeff Thomas, "he's
been a real big help."
A few members shared what their
favorite club was. Yoo and Turner
both replied "my putter." Landrey
explained, "your putter turns pars
into birdies and bogies into pars."
Senior Paul Carey favors his sand
wedge, "just because." While

Dickinson says his favorite club is
"any one that makes the ball go
straight so I don't have to go chase it
in the trees."
After being around the team, even
for a short time, it is obvious that
they all have a great sense of humor.
"Golf isn't really a funny sport,"
Carey said. However, after hearing
some of their stories, it is obvious
these guys find a way to make it
entertaining.
Junior Albie Powers remembers,
"my freshman year at qualifying
Jonathan and I got in an argument.
So I dumped his clubs in the river
and tried to throw his bag in a tree.
There were clubs spewed across the
fairway and we had grass stains on
our pants." But golf isn't really a
funny sport.
The team is a great group of
golfers but an even better group of
people. Players are known for their
practical jokes or their great card
skills. They may even be known for
their sleeping habits as Coach
Landrey explains, "Jordan Mitchell
will sleep from the time we leave till

the time we get there. We have to
wake him up to play, and then he
goes back to sleep."
All their jokes, skills, and habits
aside, they want to be remembered
for something more. As a graduating
senior, "I want to be
remembered as decent
golfer, who lived his life
to the fullest," said Yoo.
Those who were
there admit that playing at the NCAA
Regionals was their
favorite golf moment.
"The guys are competing against the best
teams in the country
and they don't flinch or
back off." Landrey has
a lot of respect for his
team. "They are doing
it without fan fare and
without much money.
They put their heart
and soul into golf."
L i b e r t y has P e n n
State a n d U V a tournaments yet t o play where

they will be facing the top teams in
the country. With this in mind, the
guys will be spending a lot of time
practicing; they will not have time to
be looking for rabbits.

MATT TRENT

PUTT FOR DOUGH - Jonathan Dickinson practices his stroke.

Track: Flames take both men and women's multi-events
Continued from Page 14

In the throws, Andy Musser led a collection
of strong performances from Liberty athletes.
The longer distances also proved successful Musser won the shot put with a put of
for the Flames as in the 5,000 meters. Josiah 52'0475". Musser also finished fourth in the
Melly placed second in 14:53.18 while Evan discus, while teammate Tyler Biggins was third
Falat was fifth in 15:13.38. Melly also placed in the discus and fourth in the shot put. Jon
high in the 10,000 meters as he finished third. Hart also performed very well, scoring 19 indiSenior Josh Zealand ran a tough and gutsy vidual points,including a third in the hammer
3,000 meter steeplechase as he used his expe- throw and second in the javelin.
rience to gut his way to a fourth place finish.
Jordan Crawford not only won the high
Another area of dominance for the Flames jump but also finished sixth in the javelin and
was in the 110 meter hurdles as Micah Brinkley, won the two-day decathlon with a score of
Mike Hagan, and Jeremy Graves scored deci- 6,426 points.
sive points for the team. Brinkley won the
The Lady Flames finished second for the
event in a time of 14.78, while Hagan was sec- first time that Liberty has competed in Big
ond in 15.62, and Gravesfifthin 15.76.
South Outdoor Track and Field. In a tough batThe high jump also was a pivotal event for tle against Coastal Carolina, the Lady Flames
the Flames title run as Jordan Crawford won performed admirably and with plenty of charthe event with a leap of 6'07.50" while team- acter. The Lady Flames were more than 40
mate Mark Manley was second, also jumping point underdogs but had numerous key per6'07.50". Thomas Seabolt tied for third and formances and almost captured first place,
Larry Evans was fifth.
falling short in the end by 17 points.

Leading the way for the Flames was pinna- Zelinskas was fifth in the heptathlon, fifth in
cle performer Dani McNaney. McNaney did the 400 hurdles, and second in the 100 hurjust about everything for the Flames as she won dles. Goudeau finished second in the heptwo events and placed in the top four in four tathlon, fifth in the javelin, seventh in the pole
other events. McNaney set a new conference vault, and sixth in the high jump.
The 400 meter dash was also a strong showrecord in the two-day heptathlon scoring 4,620
points and also won the 100 meter hurdles in a ing for the Lady Flames as they placed four in
the top eight, led by Aniska Strachan who fintime of 14.75.
Other high finishes for McNaney included the ished second. The Lady Flames distance runjavelin where she threw her way to second, the ners were led by Samantha Pelletier, Melissa
high jump where she jumped her way to third, Blackstone, and Rebecca Parsons. Pelletier finthe long jump were she placed fourth, and the ished fourth in the 5,000 and the 10,000 meter
runs, running times of 18:11.80 and 38:04.20
400 meter hurdles where she finished second.
Other leading performances for the Lady respectively, while Blackstone was fourth in the
Flames came from Mynique Robinson, Kena 800 and 1500 meters, and Parsons fifth in 800
Butts, Arlene Zelinskas, and Anna Goudeau. and sixth in the 1500.
Robinson placed fourth in the 100 meters,
Named to the All-Academic team for the
third in the 200 meters, and then anchored the Flames was Lyons for the men and McNaney
winning 4x400 relay team with a split of 55.1 for the women. The Flames will split their
seconds. Butts was eighth in the 100, fourth in teams this week, as some athletes will head to
the 200, second in the high jump, third in the the Penn Relays, while others will compete at
long jump, and fourth in the triple jump. Virginia Tech.

Softball splits double-header with ECU
By Chaquain Boone

definitely is, and will continue to be, a
learning experience.
After Monday's game was postponed
This season has been tough for the due to rain, the Flames resumed action
Lady Flames (17-32). It hasn't been as on Wednesday against the Longwood
successful as they wanted it to be, but it Lancers (17-32) and then Saturday with
a double header against East Carolina.
In Saturday's action, the Flames won
the first game of the double header in
the bottom of the seventh inning when
Lindsay Schwind singled in Leanne
Long for the game-winning run. Long
was pinch-hitting for Whitney Trigg,
who started the inning off with a single.
The second game didn't turn out so
well for the Flames. They lost a wild
one, 17-11, to the Pirates.
However, Amanda Maska set a school
record with 7 RBI. Five of these runs batted in were on her two homeruns of the
game. She now has nine on the season.
The Lancers jumped out to an early
lead on Wednesday after Courtney
Wilson knocked in a double to bring
home Megan Camden, and give the
Lancers a 1-0 lead.
SUSAN WHITLEY
Longwood extended their lead in the
SNAG - Gertie Jeffries makes a great lunching catch.
SPORTS REPORTER
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third inning with four more runs when
a two-RBI double by Heather Williams
to right-center field drove in Wilson
and Mallory Gordon, while an RBI single to left field by Tori Flint brought
Williams home to score.
The Lancers got their fifth run on a
wild pitch as Abbey Welch crossed the
plate to give Longwood a 5-0 lead.
The Lancers built on their lead and
added runs in the fourth and fifth
innings and put the game away in the
sixth inning with the last three runs
highlighted by a solo home run by Flint,
marking the Lancers' third homerun of
the game.
Longwood pitcher Abbey Welch
improved her record to an impressive
19-5 on the season as she picked up the
victory by allowing only two hits over
six innings, while also striking out and
stifling eight batters.
Consequently, Liberty pitcher Rachel
Floyd suffered the loss as she allowed
four runs on five hits in just over two
innings of action, before she was
replaced by Terra Lowe, who finished

1096 discount w i t h S t u d e n t I D

A taste of culture.
.just around the corner

Oumaya's
American and Mediterranean Cuisuine
1905 Old RUHMt BLOttd
Lynchburg, Virginia 2 1501

434^45-1200
Open Daily «.HLMJ tun. to lOsOfam,

• H o m e m a d e S p a g h e t t i * R o a s t Beef*SHish Kafc>ol:>»i h

50INloOldFbre«ikd
Right on Old Okl Jfcrca Rd.
{Alter l'i//a Hut)
B a k L w a [Restaurant ^mi. down on right.
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With swing of the bat, Garcia powers Flames offense to success
Ben Cates
ASSIST. SPORTS EDITOR

As a boy, Carlos Garcia spent
most of his time on a baseball
field, attempting to become as
good at the game as he could. He
grew up in Boca del Rio, Mexico,
a beautiful beach resort town
with about 9,000 people. There
Garcia learned to be an all-out,
gritty, and determined player.
"I always had the inspiration
from my father," the 5-10, 183
pound Garcia said. "He always
pulled me out on the baseball
field and made me play, and now
I just love the game,"
Garcia is the diligent, versatile,
hustle and bustle player that has
made a big difference in the
Flames progression from last season. He is also part of the hardworking, unwavering backbone of
Flames offense that has been
holding its own this year.
In Mexico, Garcia attended
Cristobal Colon High School.
Upon coming to the States,
Garcia attended NEO College in
Oklahoma before coming to
Liberty.
But now Garcia is here, being
welcomed with opened arms, and
he is wreaking havoc on the opposition. He is currently hitting.347
and leads the club is several categories. He has smashed seven
home runs, added 37 RBI and has
a .621 slugging percentage, all of
which are leading statistics for
the Flames.
So it is only natural that
Liberty leads the league in hitting
at .291 this season. The combination on Jeremiah Boles, Phil
Laurent, Philip John and Garcia,
all of whom are hitting above
.300, can be quite intimidating.
Head Coach Matt Royer has
been very pleased with Garcia's
efforts so far. "The nice thing is
he's versatile," Royer said. That
is almost an understatement,
considering the fact that Garcia
has filled in at second base, shortstop and third. "It's nice to have
a guy like that," Royer said. "It
makes it easier when someone

gets hurt, knowing you can move
him around. He's never complained about that or anything.
He has gone and willingly played
all positions."
It appears that Garcia moves
around the horn with ease. He
has a .957 fielding percentage and
has committed nine errors. That
is not bad, especially for someone
who constantly has to fill a hole.
"I've been moving all over the
place," Garcia said. "I'm going to
play wherever they play me."
The fact that Garcia can fill so
many positions adequately may
come from his sheer athleticism,
or may be due to the fact that he
maintains such a strong and
earnest commitment to the game
he loves.
Friend and teammate Steven
Williams has noticed many positive qualities in Garcia already.
"He is mentally different as a
player," Williams said. "He's not
like some guys who just go up
there to try and see what they can
do. He's up there swinging hard.
He brings a lot of variety to the
lineup as more of a power hitting
guy."
It is that type of leadership that
Garcia has used to try and spark the
Flames bats. April 6, he unloaded
two homeruns and had four RBI to
help Liberty defeat the Richmond
Spiders, something the team hadn't
done since 1992.
"He has driven in quite a few
runs, had some big hits, and he's
a competitor." Royer said. "He
loves to play and he wants to
win."
Coming into Liberty as a junior, Garcia has been forced to be
a leader. He admits that he may
not be one by nature. But he
doesn't have to say much, at least
not when his hot bat is doing
much of the talking. "I would say
he's more of a quiet leader,"
Royer said. "He just goes out and
plays hard."
But Garcia does get the team
going a occasion. "I always like
to yell at everyone," he said. "I
don't care if he's a senior or a

Campus

junior. I always want to step up.
I like to yell and yell really hard
to them. And then sometimes
they don't understand me
because I yell in Spanish. But I
just want get some desire on the
team, to play a little bit better."
Desire does seem to fit
Garcia's mold very well. He truly
desires to see his team do well,
seeking his own personal gain as
a distant second to the team's.
If the Flames are to be successful in the postseason, Garcia
believes that they will have to
step up as a whole and work collectively. "We need to make
some good decisions," he said.
"We've got to be practicing a little more. Everything is in the
mind, so if we work mentally, we
will be fine for the postseason."
Garcia is unsure of his future
plans. He is majoring in business, and wants to eventually be
involved in the international
business world. "I don't have
anything yet, so I'm just waiting
to see what happens when this
season is finished." While the
Flames begin to make their push
for the postseason, one thing is
certain. Garcia will be there to
do his part for the rest of his
career in a Flames uniform.

SUSAN WHITLEY

TERRIFIC TRANSFER - Carlos Garcia transferred in from NEO A&M and has provided the
Flames with an offensive spark.

Baseball: Routed by Big South leading Panthers
Continued from PAGE 14

Two errors on Sunday cost Jones
to continue his already struggling
performance out on the mound. "It
just seems like our starters are going
out there and going five, six innings
and they're having to throw a lot of
pitches," Royer said. "That could be
attributed to walks or, like today,
making errors and making them
throw extra."
Sunday, the offense and defense
failed. Six Panthers had two or more
hits, including catcher Ryan Griffith,
who had a 4-5 performance.
Games on Friday and Saturday
were more of a battle, but still
unfruitful for Liberty.
Saturday the
Flames got on the
board as early as
possible. Boles,

Calendar
Adril

who led off the game, got a first pitch
fastball, and he smashed it over the
right field wall. In the second, his
two-RBI single gave the team a 3-0
lead.
In the fifth, Birmingham finally
found a way to hit Bechtold. Three
straight Panther singles loaded the
bases, and a few mistakes let them
into the game.
The Panthers would go on to have
afiverun fifth inning and added one
more in the sixth, knocking out
Bechtold. Michael Schaeffer came
in, but was not effective before
Birmingham opened a 6-3 lead. The
Panthers would not score again
until they got one more in the ninth.
The Flames finally came back to
life in the ninth. First baseman Josh
Carter got it all started with a single.
Michael Garcia added another single

with one out. The runners would
move up on a passed ball, and the
Flames scored on a fielder's choice.
Then Boles came to the plate. This
time he crushed his second home
run of the day to deep center, and he
watched it soar over the wall to bring
his team within one.
But with one out left, the Flames
could not capitalize and lost the
game 7-6.
Friday the outcome was similar.
The Panthers used 15 hits to beat the
Flames 7-5. Scott Billak, Ryan
Griffith, and Barber had three hits
apiece.
Carlos Garcia led Liberty with a
homerun, going 2-5.
"We're still in the hunt for the
playoff picture," Royer said. "The
next two weekends will be big for
us."

Classifieds
Deadline:

Business Hours:

Rates:

4:30 p.m.
8 days prior to
publication

8 a.m. - 4 : 3 0 p.m.
Monday-Friday

Open/Commercial

Attention Getters

$3.67 - 1st 15 words
240 each word over 15

(434) 582-2128

Bold 1st line

$1.00

Student/Faculty Rate*:

Champion Special:
40% off after first run of ads with 3 or more runs.
**Rates only apply to local or student/faculty.
NO CHANGES.

ALL

21- Campus Church, ElchUling, 7:15 pm
24- Midnight I3K Run 12 am
25- Campus Giurch, Schilling, 7 pm
28^ Ca mpus-G lurch^ ilchilLing ^T^lS-fba29- Chris TomLin Concert, Setilling, 7 pm

CLASSIFIED

HELP WANTED

Cute and Cozy only begins to
describe this 2 bedroom, 1 bath
duplex. Beautiful hardwood
floors, large kitchen, ceiling
fans, 8 min to LU. $375/month.
1 year lease, no pets. Prefer
very mature, very quiet
Christians Call 239-6082,
leave a message.

Want a unique ministry in
Washington, DC? Caregiver
needed for special little girl (age
12) with disabilities. FT/PT
Mon-Fri.
Pastor's
family.
Housing provided. Minister to
her so she can minister to others.
Starts May/June. Training is provided. Females only. If interested email heatherjonesOKgihotmail.com

SUMMER INTERNSHIP
Excellent
Advertising,
Sales
and
Marketing
opportunity. Earn
$ 3 0 0 0 to $ 7 0 0 0 + + and
gain valuable business
experience working
for the O f f i c i a l C a m p u s
Telephone
Directory.
GREAT
R E S U M E
BOOSTER!
C a l l K i e r s t e n at
Around
Campus,
Inc.
800-466-2221 ext. 272.
www.aroundcampus.com

Vernon Street - large house 4
BR, 2 full bath w/d HU, AC.
Call Greg @ 258-4228
Beautiful one bedroom terrace

ber; lovely neighborhood; gas

$395/mo; call 2563 or 384-2585.

30- Last Day of Classes!

•MM

PREPAID

HELP W A N T E D

logs, large patio, wooded area,

Want your announcement shown here?
Email it to advertising@liberty.edu.
Make sure to include all necessary
information and a contact number.

IS

FOR RENT

aptmt in home of faculty mem-

30- Poetry Night, David's Plape, 7 pnji

ADVERTISING

$2.75 - 1st 15 words
180 each word over 15
*Non commercial only.

Apartment available for rent
during graduation weekend.
Located at 541 Leesville Rd,
Lynchburg, VA. Beautiful, fully
furnished, 2BR, LR, IB A, eat-in
kitchen, and large porch, 5 min
to LU. New stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer, microwave, with
private entrance/driveway. No
pets. (3) person maximum, with
2 day rental minimum. If interested, call 434-239-2985 after
5:30 PM.

FOR

SALE

large 3-year old tan upholstered
couch that reclines at both ends,
and center back cushion folds
down into a table. $75 OBO.
Padded green rocker with
matching ottoman. Walnut finish on wood. $50 OBO. Call
316-9027.

Thai '99 waitress needed
time - call 434-528-2855

FOR

part

SALE

Compaq computer and monitor.
5330 US. Exactly 2 years old in
perfect condition. $500. Call
239-8548

C a l l to
get your
ad in
today!

Snorts
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LU Golf Tales

The Bottom Line

Flames share
some of their golf
experiences

Pat Doney takes a
shot at NASCAR
and left turns
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lusports04@yahoo.com

(434) 582-2124

T h e Liberty Champion

High Point's Danny Gathings hands over MVP award
j

Andrew Martin
SPORTS EDITOR

High Point's Danny Gathings walked
into Wednesday's convocation service with
the Big South Conference tournament
MVP trophy, but Larry Blair left with it.
Gathings, along with his head coach
Bart Lundy, came up that day to present
the trophy to Blair for his performance
during the conference tournament. Gathings was honored with the award the day of
the championship game, but doesn't
believe he deserved it.
"Larry was truly deserving of this award
and I am happy to hand it over to him and
honor his efforts as he helped his team to
win a championship," Gathings said.

And hand it over he did, to a standing
ovation from the Liberty student body,
which he acknowledged with a quick smile
and a wave.
"In a day of self promotion and egos, it
is very seldom that you see a person of
Danny's character that is willing to act on
something that he believes," Flames head
coach Randy Dunton said during the ceremony.
After spring break, Gathings walked
into his cor.ch's office and told him he didn't think he should have received the
award. This started a whole process of
making right what a new voting system did
wrong.
"I'm not sure Danny knew what he was

bargaining for when he walked into my
office that day," Lundy said.
This was the first year of the new voting
system, after the Big South Conference
decided to move its tournament games to
the higher seeded team's home floor for
the entire tournament.
The new system was set up so that no
player's performance would go unnoticed,
regardless of where the game took place.
This system ranked the players after every
tournament game and gave them points
based on that night's performance. The
player with the most points throughout the
tournament was given the award.
JASON POPE

Please see MVP AWARD, page 11

HAND OFF - Blair receives conference tournament trophy.

Record books revisited in wild loss
Amanda Maska's 7 RBI in one game becomes new standard for softball sluggers

LU has strong
showing at
championships
By Evan Falat
SPORTS REPORTER

Susan Whitley

The Liberty men's track and field
team reclaimed the Big South Outdoor Track and Field Championship
this past weekend, notching their
tenth conference title in the past 11
years. The Liberty women's team finished in second place, the firsttimein
ll years that they did not capture first
place.
After losing by a point last year to
Coastal Carolina due to a controversial and rather political ruling, the
men's team was on a mission this year
to regain their place as the preeminent
team in Big South track. Facing tough
competition from Coastal Carolina
the men headed into the three-day
meet as only 20 point favorites, a slim
margin in track and field competition.
Knowing that every individual
needed to be at the top of their respective events the Flames proved their
team depth by scoring in every event
but two. This strength enabled the
men to then win the conference
championship by 47.5 points over
Coastal Carolina, more than double
their predicted winning margin.
Leading the way for the Flames
was Chad Wilson who won both the
long and triple jumps, while also earning the Most Valuable Performer
Award for field events. Wilson
jumped 24'oo.75" in the long jump
and 49'07" in the triple jump. Wilson
also placed third in the 400 meters.
The Flames distance team also contributed a significant amount of points
in helping the Flames win the title.
In the 800 meters the Flames
placed fourth, fifth, and sixth, with
the trio of Christian Nichols, Travis
Campbell, and Chris Lyons. Nichols
and teammate Dan Rabe then had
strong efforts in the 1500 meter run
as Rabe finished in second with a
time of 3:55.26 and Nichols finished
third in 3:57.26.

MUGGED - Tiffany Johnson receives congratulations from her teammates after she hit a home run against East Carolina University on Saturday. Please see SOFTBALL, page 12,
Please see TRACK, page 12

LU Sports Schedule
" Baseba
4/20. JMU, 3 p.m.
4/23 @ Radford, 3 p.m.
4/24 @ Radford, 1 p.m.
4/25 @ Radford, 3 p.m.

BIT"
s

Softball

4/20 Virginia, 2 p.m.
4/22 @ JMU, 2:30 p.m.
4/24 Winthrop, 1 p.m.
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4/20-24 @ Penn Relays, TBA

4/23-24 @UVa, TEA
! Though the season is winding
• down, don't let your school spirit.
\ Support the Flames.
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Baseball battles, but is swept by Birmingham
Ben Cates
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

Coming into last week, the Liberty Flames had
won seven of their last nine games, snaking up the
Big South Conference standings. After a one run
loss to James Madison on Wednesday, the team
then hosted conference leader Birmingham
Southern for a weekend match that was supposed
to heat up the conference standings even further.
But it was not Liberty baseball at its best over
the beautiful spring weekend. The team was
swept by Birmingham, giving up a total of 26 runs
over the three-day series.
No matter how hard the team played, they
could never come up with a victory. They lost a
7-5 contest on Friday, were ousted 9-8 on Saturday, and allowed the Panthers to run ramped
across Worthington Stadium in a 12-2 landslide
on Sunday afternoon.
There was little excitement in the 10-run loss,

in which Birmingham Southern pounded out 19
hits. Ten of those hits came against starter Jason
Jones, who threw only 4.2 innings and gave up
seven runs,fiveof which were earned.
"Now we're trying to fight our way through a
slump," head coach Matt Royer said. "That's the
way baseball is. We've got some holes and weaknesses, and I think we are aware of that."
The team was hitting the ball wonderfully, and
had managed to silence its critics who posed
offense as being a struggling facet of the game at
the beginning of the season. But the bats have
cooled off for the moment, even though the numbers still appear good on paper.
Jeremiah Boles leads the team in batting with a
blistering .397 average. Phil Laurent, Carlos Garcia, and Philip John are all hitting above .300,
while Michael Just and Ryan Hutchinson are
knocking on that door.
Please see BASEBALL, page 13
I
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UNCLE CHARLIE - Flames pitcher Michael Schaeffer delivers a curveball in Saturday's loss to BSC.

